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The Arts Council 
More People, More Places, More Spaces
 
The Arts Council is the national agency for funding, developing and promoting the arts in Ireland. 
It was established by statute in 1951. The Arts Act 2003 provides that the Arts Council stimulates 
public interest, promotes knowledge, appreciation and practice and assists in improving standards 
in the arts. The Arts Council is an autonomous expert body for funding and promoting the arts, 
steering its development, and offering advice on arts and cultural matters.

The Arts Council’s objective over the next three years is to nurture, support and fund More 
People, More Place and More Spaces across the country. We want to work alongside artists, arts 
organisations and partners to develop practices, strengthen capacity and audience engagement. 
This supports professional development, innovation and adaptability.

We are also implementing and monitoring our Equality, Diversity and Inclusion policy. This will make 
sure that the arts sector and the Arts Council support a greater diversity of audiences, participants 
and artists.

The Arts Council proudly funds Irish Chamber Orchestra.
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December 2024

Irish Chamber Orchestra
Irish Youth Choir
Patrick Barrett Choir Director
Katherine Hunka Director Violin
André Swanepoel Violin

A Choral 
Christmas
Wallen: Peace on Earth 
Torelli: Concerto Grosso, Op.8, No.6, G Minor (Christmas Concerto) 
Britten: Boisterous Bourrée - Sentimental Sarabande from Simple Symphony 
Britten: A Ceremony of Carols - This little Babe 
Mozart: Ave Verum Corpus, K.618
Warlock: Capriol Suite 
Leontovych (arr. Rice): Carol of the Bells 
Hopkins (arr. Higgins): We Three Kings 
Whitacre: Glow 
Higgins: Still, Still, Still
Mohr: Silent Night
Wade: O Come All Ye Faithful

Friday 13 December  
St. Mary’s Cathedral, Limerick 
(This concert will be recorded for future broadcast on RTÉ Lyric fm)

Saturday 14 December 
Whyte Recital Hall, RIAM, Dublin



Irish Chamber 
Orchestra
We’re the orchestra that invites you in. That saves 
you a seat. That wants you to feel the same heart-
stirring, hair-raising, on-the-edge-of-your-seat 
feelings that we feel. We do so by pouring heart, soul, 
and no small measure of skill into our art. By playing 
old, by playing new, by playing everything with guts 
and fire. 

You’ll find us each season in Limerick and Dublin, 
touring regularly in the far corners of Ireland, as 
well as at some of the most prestigious halls in the 
world. From playing the classics, to performing 
with theatres, operas, DJs, or dance companies, 
we forge new pathways to bring you unforgettable 
experiences, whoever you are, wherever you are.
	
Led by the incredible Katherine Hunka, we aren’t 
afraid to push the boundaries of classical music. 
Since joining us as Principal Conductor/Artistic 
Partner in May 2022, Thomas Zehetmair has 
opened a new chapter in our work, stamping his 
own hallmark on our repertoire. Together, we have 
performed trailblazing new commissions from 
some of Ireland’s finest composers and explored 
wonderful new ways of seeing and understanding 
the classics.

Most importantly, we believe that music is for 
everyone. That’s why we’re also a charity, with a 
series of successful community engagement 
programmes. After 16 years, our ICO Schools 
initiative continues to provide valuable free music 
lessons to children and young people in Limerick 
City while our ICO Youth provides an orchestral 
platform for teenagers. ICO Teach, our online tutorial 
website gives tutors and children access to free, 
outstanding music education, worldwide. We are 
also deeply immersed in the MA Classical Strings 
Programme at the Irish World Academy of Music 
and Dance at the University of Limerick, where we 
are proud to be orchestra-in-residence.

It’s our rich creative musical heritage that inspires 
us. It’s our unstoppable enthusiasm for what 
we do, and the people we do it with. As Ireland’s 
national chamber orchestra, we are lucky to call the 
University of Limerick home and are funded by The 
Arts Council of Ireland/An Chomhairle Ealaíon. 

Whether it’s your first time or your hundredth time, 
we are the Irish Chamber Orchestra, and you are in 
for a treat. 

See upcoming events and 
visit our Christmas Shop!
irishchamberorchestra.com
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Violin    
Katherine Hunka Leader
Nicola Sweeney
Clíodhna Ryan
Oonagh Keogh
Kenneth Rice

André Swanepoel Principal 2nd violin
Louis Roden
Diane Daly
Anna Cashell
Siún Milne

Viola
Joachim Roewer Principal 
Mark Coates-Smith
Robin Panter
Alison Comerford

Cello
Aoife NicAthlaoich Principal
Peggy Nolan
Richard Angell

Double Bass
Malachy Robinson Principal

Harp
Richard Allen

Organ
David Gerrard

Board of Directors/Executive
Aibhlín McCrann Chair 
Gareth Byrne
Rosemary Collier
Tom Gallagher
Caroline Grant
Ger Holliday
Sara Moorhead
Karen Morton
Gearóid Stanley

Chief Executive 
Gerard Keenan

Deputy CEO/Operations 
Cathriona Murphy

Artistic Adviser
Ronan Tighe

Communications
Charlotte Eglington

Development
Joanne Tierney

Education 
Simon Thompson 

Finance
Margaret Kelly

Marketing
Michelle Buckley



A SINGING
COMMUNITY
FOR ALL
SUPPORT SING IRELAND
As the national organisation that supports all forms of group
singing in Ireland, Sing Ireland is dedicated to fostering an
inclusive and vibrant community where everyone can experience
the life-enhancing impact of singing. 

If you love what we do and share our
passion for group singing, please
consider making a donation to Sing
Ireland today. 

JOIN US ON OUR MISSION
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Overseen by Sing Ireland, the Irish Youth Choir 
(14-17 years), led by Patrick Barrett, provides 
young people with the opportunity to immerse 
themselves in the world of choral music and 
group singing. Welcoming singers from all 
backgrounds, the Irish Youth Choir is the only 
dedicated national youth choir that offers 
training opportunities for singers aged 14-17 
from all over Ireland. With a focus on belonging, 
collaboration, and creativity, this choir plays a 
leading role in fostering the next generation of 
singers across the island of Ireland. 
Auditions are now open for the 2025 Irish 
Youth Choir (14-17) Residential Course.

Soprano
Aimee Dolan, Alison Foley, Anna Reynolds, 
Aoibheann B. Grennan, Ava McKenna, 
Caoimhe McCarthy, Caoimhe White, Cara Gjoka, 
Ellen Ryan, Étaín Finn-Henry, Evelyn Roche, 
Evie McQuillan, Holly Trainor, Lauren Feeney, 
Lily McMahon, Melissa Byrne, Molly Grogan, 
Ruby O ’Herlihy, Simone Tuttell, Síofra Hogan.

Altos
Alexandria Wilson, Amanda Grisolia Chavez, 
Amelie O’Neill, Amy Moran, Annie Power, 
Beth Schmidt, Charlee Sone Lenou, Chloe Byrne, 
Ellie Rogers, Emma Mahony, Hannah Johnson, 
Hannah Duffy, Isla Smyth Graham, 
Katie Fitzpatrick, Lauren Finan, Naoise Scully, 
Sirin Farina, Sorcha Gilboy.

Tenors
David Lindsay, Eoghan Kinsella, Will Donovan, 
Aodhan Gavigan, Callum Jeacle.

Basses
Brendan Moloney, Callum Duffy, Cathal Acreman, 
Connor Slattery, Eoin Devitt, Harvey Loney, Joe Hayes, 
Nikolas O’Brien, Paddy Hogan, Quan Morgan-O’Brien, 
Tadhg Kelly

Board of Directors
Virginia Kerr Chairperson
Conor Dooley
Sophie Lee
Peter Mannion
Lisa McGrath
Eva O’Toole
Amy Ryan

Chief Executive Officer
Dermot O’Callaghan

General Manager
Jenny O’Connor-Madsen

Development Manager
Cecelia Molumby

Engagement Officer 
Kate Daly

Finance Officer
Daniel Clements
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Patrick Barrett  
Conductor

Patrick Barrett is a conductor specialising in choral 
music and opera. He is currently Chorus Director of the 
RSNO Youth Choruses, the Royal Opera House Youth 
Opera Company, the Irish Youth Choir (14-17 years), and 
the award-winning Farnham Youth Choirs.

Recent highlights include conducting the RSNO Youth 
Chorus in performances with Sheku Kanneh-Mason, 
Benjamin Grosvenor, and Nicola Benedetti, as well 
as preparing them for the recording of Gaspard’s 
Christmas by Jonathan Dove. Patrick also led Farnham 
Youth Choir to two gold medals at the World Choir 
Games 2024 in New Zealand. He has premièred 
new works by Errolyn Wallen, Jonathan Brigg, Emma 
O’Halloran, and DJ R. Kitt, and is a regular guest 
conductor with the National Youth Choirs 9-15 Years.

Patrick’s commitment to youth choral music extends 
to preparing choruses for the Edinburgh International 
Festival, and for the Dunedin Consort, where his work 
often features in major international performances. 
As a dedicated music educator, Patrick has worked 
with organisations including The Sixteen, BBC Singers, 
Wigmore Hall, and Aldeburgh Young Musicians, and has 
spoken at the Post Primary Music Teachers Association 
in Ireland.

In opera, Patrick collaborates with leading UK 
companies such as the Royal Opera House, English 
National Opera, and Garsington Opera, where he 
prepares youth choruses for main stage productions 
and world premières, including Carmen under Antonello 
Manacorda and Otello under Sir Antonio Pappano. 
Previously, he was the conductor of the University of 
Birmingham’s Upper Voices Choir, University of Reading 
Chamber Choir and Brockham Choral Society.
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Katherine Hunka  
Violin 
Born in London, Katherine studied at the Royal Academy 
of Music and at Indiana University where she also acted 
as teaching assistant to her professor, Mauricio Fuks. 
She has since returned to Indiana as a guest Professor 
and been made a Fellow of the Royal Academy of 
Music in London. 

Katherine has been Leader since 2002 and regularly 
directs from the leader’s chair. As director and soloist, 
with the ICO, she has toured Germany, China, and 
Singapore, and appeared at festivals including the West 
Cork Chamber Music Festival, and the Kilkenny Arts 
Festival. 

Katherine directs ICO national tours, which take the 
orchestra all over Ireland. She works closely with 
composers of contemporary music and in 2024 will be 
performing a piece written for the ICO and solo violin by 
David Fennessy. 

In 2020, Katherine released a solo CD recording with the 
ICO of Piazzolla’s the Four Seasons of Buenos Aires and 
Schubert’s Rondo in A which received glowing reviews. 
She co-founded the Solas String Quartet in 2020. Her 
group The Far Flung Trio with accordionist Dermot 
Dunne and bassist Malachy Robinson celebrates its 
tenth anniversary this year. Katherine was Artistic 
Director of the SCS Killaloe Music Festival 2020-2024. 
She is also a regular guest at chamber music festivals in 
Ireland and the UK. 

She was a member of the Academy of St Martin in the 
Fields, touring with the group across the globe. She 
has been a regular guest leader with orchestras across 
the UK and Ireland and gave the world premiere of 
Benjamin Britten’s Double Concerto at the Aldeburgh 
Festival in the UK. 

Katherine is currently a Lecturer at the MTU Cork 
School of Music and Artistic Director of the ConCorda 
chamber music course.
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André Swanepoel  
Violin 

Johannesburg-born André Swanepoel enjoys a varied 
musical life as a chamber musician, orchestral player 
and teacher. Chamber Music is integral to his activities 
as Principal Second Violin of the ICO – leading to recent 
Chamber performances at the Heidelberg Spring 
Festival, the Würzburg Mozart Festival; the Bozar in 
Brussels, and the Tonhalle in Zurich.

Other chamber highlights include the Kilkenny Arts 
Festival, and Ryedale, City of London, Chichester and 
International Donau festivals. He performed in South 
America for the German Goethe Institut, and has been 
broadcast on West German, Bavarian, Irish and South 
African Radio. His CD recordings include a critically 
acclaimed live recording of Terry Riley’s legendary In 
C. As soloist he has appeared in South Africa, Ireland, 
Germany and the UK.

He has guest lead Welsh National Opera and frequently 
plays guest Principal with Royal Northern Sinfonia, the 
BBC National Orchestra of Wales, the Hallé, and other 
UK orchestras.

André teaches violin and chamber music at the Royal 
Welsh College of Music in Cardiff, and annually teaches 
on the ConCorda Chamber Music course in Ireland, and 
the Xenia Chamber Music course in the Italian Alps.

André studied with Alan Solomon in South Africa, and 
with Winfried Rademacher and Charles-André Linale 
in Germany. He is also Course Director of the ICO and 
Irish World Academy of Music and Dance's MA Classical 
Strings Performance.

You’ve 
got to 
hear this

Discover more music at

irishchamberorchestra.com
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Education and 
Engagement

MA in Classical String 
Performance
A unique two-year full-time programme 
offering advanced tuition in violin, viola, 
cello and double bass. Focusing on 
musicianship and chamber music skills, 
the MA is run in conjunction with the Irish 
World Academy of Music and Dance at 
University of Limerick.

Community Visits
Throughout the year, ICO musicians give 
time to visit local voluntary organisations 
and charities to perform for audiences who 
are unable to attend concerts.

Find out more at 
irishchamberorchestra.com/ 
what-we-do/education-community

ICO Schools
ICO Schools is a ground-breaking 
Irish Chamber Orchestra initiative that 
offers free music lessons to hundreds 
of schoolchildren.

ICO Youth
The ICO Youth is our free youth 
orchestra for children aged 12-
24 years. It focuses on orchestral 
participation and performance, as 
well as small chamber music groups 
with individual lessons boosting 
confidence and skills.

ICO Teach
ICO Teach is our ground-breaking 
and freely available online teaching 
resource. Teachers and children 
can download sheet music, watch 
video demos featuring Irish Chamber 
Orchestra musicians, and much more.



Gift Ideas!
Driving Home for 
Christmas...
Driving Home for Christmas, is an oil painting created exclusively for 
Irish Chamber Orchestra by celebrated Irish artist, Robert Ballagh. 

The Giclee Print is 12”x12”, the same as the original oil painting. 
This limited run of 78 prints represents Robert Ballagh’s age 
when painting the original. Each print has its own individual 
number of _ /78 and can be purchased for €200.

Buy now 

irishchamberorchestra.com/support/shop/ballagh_prints
All proceeds support our Education and Community work.

The original oil painting is also for sale. Contact CEO Gerard.Keenan@ul.ie for information.
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Programme
Notes
No occasion during the year has inspired such beautiful, 
enchanting and enduring music as Christmas, the 
season of goodwill and festive tidings that marks, in 
the Christian calendar, the birth of the Christ child. It 
also draws upon a more ancient, pagan tradition: that 
of celebrating the Winter Solstice when the Earth turns 
away from chill darkness, the endless nights begin to 
shorten and the promise of light, warmth and new 
beginnings returns. 

No surprise, then, that composers down the ages have 
responded to the season with a mixture of celebratory 
vitality and due awe and wonderment at the twin 
miracles of the Saviour’s birth and of the Earth’s own 
re-birth as Winter gives way to Spring.

Peace on Earth is a contemporary carol written by 
Errollyn Wallen. Explore “the bleakness of winter in a 
turning, troubled world conveyed through a slowly 
spinning ostinato over which the voices sing (as they 
themselves hear other unseen voices sing) of the 
hope for light and peace”. Here she spans centuries of 
traditions and cultures, creating a unique journey of 
human reflection; a musical voyage that spans from 
the intimate to the magnificent.  

By the 17th-century, Italian composer Giuseppe Torelli 
was a pioneer of the concerto form. His miniature 
Christmas Concerto was the first to combine two solo 
violins with orchestral accompaniment. Its three, fast-
slow-fast movements are typical of the Baroque, as is 
the sense of pastoral repose that sits beneath its bright, 
glistening surface. You can hear that idyllic innocence, 
especially in the final movement where bass notes 
are held to suggest the drone of a watchful shepherd’s 
pipes.

In his Simple Symphony, the 21-year-old Britten 
returned to pieces he had written a decade earlier. You 
can hear in ‘Boisterous Bourrée’ a child’s gleeful delight 
in discovering the animated rustic French dance it is 
based on, the strings sounding as if they are playing an 
imaginary game of tag. The ‘Sentimental Saraband’ 
sees Britten coming into his maturity in the elegance 
of extended melodies that sweep the listener up into a 
romantic reverie. Listen to how Britten treats it like a folk 
song and balances drama with tenderness, foreboding 
with the frailty of love.

Returning home to the UK from America by sea in 1942, 
Britten’s ship stopped at Halifax, Nova Scotia where he 
found a copy of The English Galaxy of Shorter Poems. 
It proved an inspirational treasure trove and by the time 
he disembarked in England Britten had set 10 pieces 
from it. We hear one.
See if you spot the shift to darker tones in the 
noticeably more agitated ‘This Little Babe’ which 
anticipates the adult Christ’s duel with the temptations 
of the Devil.

Mozart’s motet Ave verum corpus (‘Hail, true body’) was 
composed six months before his death. Setting words 
from a 14th century Latin hymn, it was intended for use 
on the Feast of Corpus Christi. It takes the simplest of 
approaches: a sublime melody passed between choir 
and orchestra that communicates with devotional 
intensity and immediacy. 

Peter Warlock lived a double life as a composer and, 
using his real name, Philip Heseltine, as a critic and 
musicologist. They come together in his exquisite 
Capriol Suite, a reimagining of six Renaissance-era 
dances. So fully is the antique style realised, they seem 
fully authentic in their poise, prettiness and poetry, their 
contrasting movements flowing together like a turning 
jewel glinting in sunshine.
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The joyful, celebratory sound of church bells ringing 
out on Christmas morning and his native folksong 
tradition inspired the Ukrainian Mykola Leontovych’s 
delightfully pealing Shchedryk, better known as Carol 
of the Bells. Carried along by a simple four-note melody 
that is repeated and ornamented in rising cadences, 
English lyrics were later added by American Ukrainian 
composer Peter J. Wilhousky. It taps into an old Slavic 
legend that on the midnight when Jesus was born all the 
bells on earth began to ring out in celebration.

The Magi, those royal travellers to Bethlehem from 
afar to pay tribute to the Christ child, get to tell their 
own story in We Three Kings, a resounding Christmas 
anthem by the American John Henry Hopkins Jr. each 
of the kings has a verse to themselves as they bestow 
gold, frankincense and myrrh on the new-born Saviour, 
all three sharing the first and last verses offering praise 
and celebration. The beguiling music is cast in rich, 
high-Victorian splendour and devotional sincerity, its 
steady, slow pace with occasional pauses for breath 
suggesting the exhaustions of the long journey just 
made.

Setting a poem by Edward Esch and composed for 
a Disney theme parks show, Eric Whitacre’s Glow 
is a sublime miniature that stems from the recent 
resurgence of choral music in America. It’s a gentle, 
reflective miniature whose softness echoes the stilled 
quiet that envelops the world after a fresh fall of snow 
as “wintertide awakes, morning breaks and sets the 
earth aglow”.

Michael Higgins’ Still, Still, Still is an arrangement 
of a traditional German carol, the original’s lullaby-
like tranquility lent a modern twist with fresh, soft 
harmonies and a gently rocking accompaniment to 
lull one into a mood of peaceful contemplation on 
the miracle of a new birth and the protective love it 
prompts. 

With lyrics by the 26-year-old priest Joseph Mohr and 
music by teacher and organist Franz Xaver Gruber, 
Silent Night was first performed on Christmas Eve, 
1818and is the most beloved of Christmas carols. 
Contrasting the most domestic of scenes – the birth of 
a child – with the mystery and majesty at the heart of 
the infant Christ’s deity, enjoy this moving affirmation 
of faith, an intimate hymnal to the seasonal theme of 
love and redemption.

Perhaps the most rousing of all Christmas carols, O 
Come, All Ye Faithful was originally sung in Latin as 
Adeste Fideles. It begins with a joyous call to the faithful 
to celebrate the infant Saviour’s birth before bursting 
into the stirring delirium that summons choirs of angels 
from on high. Sheer ecstasy at the promise of eternal 
salvation brings this stirring seasonal anthem to its 
vigorous finale.

Notes by Michael Quinn © 2024

Lyrics 

Peace on Earth - Wallen

And snow falls down on me.
Peace on earth.
The night is dark and soft.
Peace on earth.
The lights that sparkle in the square,
The smoke the lingers in the air.
Peace on earth.
And grace falls down on me.
Peace on earth.
The dark will turn aside.
Peace on earth.
The fires that burn in ev'ry hearth
Do sing out praise of Christmas past.
Peace on earth.
Hear them singing.
Peace on earth.

This Little Babe - Britten

This little babe so few days old
Is come to rifle Satan's fold;
All hell doth at his presence quake
Though he himself for cold do shake;
For in this week unarmed wise
The gates of hell he will surprise
With tears he fights and wins the field
His naked breast stads for a shield
His battering shot are babish cries
His arrows looks of weeping eyes
His martial ensigns Cold and Need
And feeble flesh his warrior's steed
His camp is pitched in a stall
His bulwark but a broken wall;
The crib his trench, haystalks his stakes
Of shepherds he his muster makes
And thus as sure his foe to wound
The angels' trumps a larum sound
My soul with Christ
Join thou in fight;
Stick to the tents
That he hath pight
Within his crib
Is surest ward;
This little Babe
Will by thy guard
If thou wilt foil thy
Foes with joy, then
Flit not from this
Heavenly boy!
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Ave Verum Corpus - Mozart

Ave verum corpus, natum
de Maria Virgine,
vere passum, immolatum
in cruce pro homine
cuius latus perforatum
fluxit aqua et sanguine:
esto nobis praegustatum
in mortis examine.
[O Iesu dulcis, O Iesu pie,
O Iesu, fili Mariae.
Miserere mei. Amen]
Hail, true Body, born
of the Virgin Mary,
having truly suffered, sacrificed
on the cross for mankind,
from whose pierced side
water and blood flowed:
Be for us a sweet foretaste
in the trial of death!
[O sweet Jesus, O holy Jesus,
O Jesus, son of Mary,
have mercy on me. Amen.

Carol of the Bells - Leontovych

Hark! how the bells
Sweet silver bells
All seem to say
‘throw cares away.’
Christmas is here
Bringing good cheer
To young and old
Meek and the bold
Ding, dong, ding, dong
That is their song
With joyful ring
All carolling
One seems to hear
Words of good cheer
From ev’rywhere
Filling the air
Oh, how they pound
Raising the sound
O’er hill and dale
Telling their tale
Gaily they ring
While people sing
Songs of good cheer
Christmas is here
Merry, merry, merry, merry Christmas
Merry, merry, merry, merry Christmas
On, on they send
On without end
Their joyful tone
To ev’ry home
Hark! how the bells
Sweet silver bells
All seem to say
‘throw cares away.’

Christmas is here
Bringing good cheer
To young and old
Meek and the bold
Ding, dong, ding, dong
That is their song
With joyful ring
All carolling
One seems to hear
Words of good cheer
From ev’rywhere
Filling the air
Oh, how they pound
Raising the sound
O’er hill and dale
Telling their tale
Gaily they ring
While people sing
Songs of good cheer
Christmas is here
Merry, merry, merry, merry Christmas
Merry, merry, merry, merry Christmas
On, on they send
On without end
Their joyful tone
To ev’ry home

We Three Kings - Hopkins (arr. Higgins)

We Three Kings - 
We three kings of Orient are
bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star.
Refrain:
O star of wonder, star of light,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.
[Refrain]
Born a King on Bethlehem's plain,
gold I bring to crown him again,
King forever, ceasing never,
over us all to reign.
[Refrain]
Frankincense to offer have I;
incense owns a Deity nigh;
prayer and praising, voices raising,
worshiping God on high.
[Refrain]
Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
breathes a life of gathering gloom;
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
sealed in the stone-cold tomb.
[Refrain]
Glorious now behold him arise;
King and God and sacrifice:
Alleluia, Alleluia,
sounds through the earth and skies.
[Refrain]
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Glow - Whitacre

Softly falls the winter snow,
whispers to the sleeping world below:
“Wintertide awakes,”
morning breaks and sets the earth aglow.
In gentle tones of warmest white,
Proclaim the glory of Auroroa’s light.
Sparrow wings in a clear clean voice,
a sweet, silver carol for the season born.
Radiant wings as the skies rejoice,
Arise and illuminate the morn.
Softly falls the winter snow,
whispers to the sleeping world below:
“Glow, like the softly falling snow.”

Still, Still, Still - Higgins

Still, still, still
One can hear the falling snow
For all is hushed
The world is sleeping
Holy Star its vigil keeping
Still, still, still
One can hear the falling snow
Sleep, sleep, sleep
'Tis the eve of our Saviour's birth
The night is peaceful all around you
Close your eyes
Let sleep surround you
Sleep, sleep, sleep
'Tis the eve of our Saviour's birth
Dream, dream, dream
Of the joyous day to come
While guardian angels without number
Watch you as you sweetly slumber
Dream, dream, dream
Of the joyous day to come

Silent Night - Gruber

Silent night, holy night
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child
Holy Infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace
Sleep in heavenly peace

Silent night, holy night
Shepherds quake at the sight
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia
Christ the Savior is born
Christ the Savior is born

Silent night, holy night
Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace

Jesus Lord, at Thy birth
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth.

O Come, All Ye Faithful - Wade

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem
Come and behold Him
Born the King of Angels
O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him
Christ the Lord!
God of God, Light of Light
Lo, He abhors not the Virgin's womb
Very God
Begotten, not created
O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him
Christ the Lord!
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
All glory in the highest
O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him
Christ the Lord!
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,
born this happy morning
Jesus, to Thee be glory given
Word of the Father
Now in flesh appearing
O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him
Christ the Lord!
Silent Night 
Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright.
Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia,
Christ the Saviour is born!
Christ the Saviour is born
Silent night, holy night!
Son of God love’s pure light.
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth.
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Friends of 
the ICO

Forever Friends
Michael Beary and Gary Gates
P. Gerard Boland
Gareth Byrne and Gabriel O’Brien
Michael and Anne Buckley
Paul J Carey
Muriel Collins
Dónall Curtin
Maurice and Maire Foley
Joan Garahy and Pat O’Connor
Mary Geary
Máirín Hagerty
Maurice Healy
Alison Hunka
Sean and Margaret Jackson
John Kelleher
Nuala Kennedy
Hilary and Mary Lawless

Here at the ICO we are lucky to have wonderful support from our Friends and Patrons. Each year 
we perform all around Ireland and abroad, while also delivering music education outreach to 
hundreds of school children in Limerick through our free music education initiatives. Our Patrons 
and Friends play a vital role in our story, and enjoy a range of exclusive benefits. 

Beverley and Anthony Mackay
Marie McCormick
Aibhlín McCrann
Bernard and Moira McNamara
Hazel Minion
Eve Molony
Karen and Justin Morton
Brian Patterson
Tommy and Ann-Elizabeth Riggs-Miller
Andrew and Jenny Robinson
Mary Ryan
Fionnuala Sherry and Bernard Doyle
Norma Smurfit
Gearóid and Phil Stanley

Honorary Friends
Lindsay Armstrong

Tom Briggs
Michael Buckley
Brian Byrne
Maureen Clune
Marion Creely
Matthew Draper
Joseph Dundon
Maurice Foley
Ann Marie Gill
Lisa Grosman
Maurice Healy
Daphne Henderson
John Horgan
Mark Hely Hutchinson
Oonagh Keogh
Eamonn Lawlor
Ursula Leslie

Give the Gift 
of Music 21 in 25
How it Works: 
Donate 
Pledge €250

Grow
Your €250 pledge grows 
to €362.33 under the 
Charitable Donation Scheme

Impact
Provides 20 music lessons for up 
to 400 children

Find out more at 

irishchamberorchestra.com/21in25
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Liam McElligott
Pauline McLaughlin
Kathy Moynes
Fergal O’Ceallachain
Cian Ó Dúill
Vicki O’Toole
Kenneth Rice
Malachy Robinson
Mary Robinson
Louis Roden
Joachim Roewer
Ben Rogerson
Brian Scanlon
Gillian Smith
Madeleine Staunton
Dr.Thérèse Timoney
Clodagh Vedres
Dr Edward Walsh
Mary Walsh
Gerard Watson
Éamonn Cregan
Joseph Dundon
Joan Garahy
Terry MacManus

Individual and Couple Friends
Olga Barry
Michael Bolger
Simon Boyle
Sean Brady
Maura Brann
Rita Brick
Frances Britton
Michael and Sarah Brock
Rita Butler
Brian and Sheila Callanan
Joe and Dympna Callanan
Olivia Callanan
Cathie Chappell
Breda Clarkin
Angela Coffey
Daire Coffey
Mary Collins
Jane Coman
Avril Condell
Kevin and Máirin Conroy
Ann Corcoran
Jackie Costello
Eamonn Cregan
Richard Cross
Mairéad De Barra and David Turner
Sarah Daniel
Margaret and James Dodd
John Doherty
Mary Helena Donohue
Andrea Doyle
Aisling Drury Byrne
Michael and Irene Fenton
Dick Fleming
Bill and Maura Flood
Louise Frawley

Michael and Mary Galvin
Barbara Geraghty
Tessa Greally and Kevin Kelleher
Dorene Groocock
Margaret Harper and 
Richard Stoops
Sonja Heidrich
Declan Hickey
Geraldine Hickey
David Higgins
Gisela Holfter
Sabrina Jebb
Jean Alison Keating
Valerie Keegan
Gerard Keenan
Mary Keenan
Brian Kelly
Margaret Kelly
Geraldine Kennedy
Sheila Keogh
Gary Leahy
Jacque and Mary Lumbroso
Conor and Louisa Maguire
Dr. Hugh Maguire
Cormac Mac Crann 
Patrick McCann
Oonah McCrann and Noel MacMahon
Noreen McDonagh
Oonagh McElhinney
John McEntagart
Barry McGrath 
Vivienne McKechnie
Simon Menin
Michael and Valerie Moloney
Phil Molony
Sara Moorhead
Cathriona Murphy
Maire Ni Dhomhnaill
Colin and Angela Nicholls
Luán Ó Braonáin and Caoimhe Daly
Donough O’Brien
Bernie O Callaghan and 
Patrick Plunkett
Shelagh O’Connell
Seán and Siobhán O’Dúill

Dr Geraldine O’Grady 
and Des Keogh
Dónal O’Hehir
Aida O Kennedy
Philip O Reilly and 
Sally Jane Walker
Oonagh and Stephen O’Shea
Eugenie and Frank O Sullivan
Marion Palmer
Michael Petty
Gerard Quinn
James Quinn
Mary Rafferty
Mary Ryan
Michael Ryan
Peggy Ryan
Dearbhail and John Sheanon
Paul and Lulu Sheahan
Gerry and Ann Siney
Gearoid and Phil Stanley
Vanessa Sweeney
Mary Thornbury
Joanne Tierney
Ronan Tighe
Harry and Helen Van Den Akker
Brian Walsh and Barry Doocey
Darina Warner
David and Brenda Wilkes
David R Wilkins
Ken Holmes

Family Friends
Limerick Chamber Choir 
Maurice and Mairéad Mason and Family
Dorothy Molony and Family
The O’Grady-Quin Family
Charlie and Mary Roche Family
Marian Real and Family

Corporate Partnerships
Dundon Callanan Solicitors
Paddy Hoare Bldg and Civil Eng.
Shannon Rugby Club

Become a 
Friend

To learn more or to become a Friend visit 

irishchamberorchestra.com/support
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Music that sets your 
heart racing

Find out more at 

irishchamberorchestra.com/programme

Partnerships



19

WHERE LIFE SOUNDS BETTER 
96-99fm | On Mobile | rte.ie/lyricfm 

Untitled-1   1 08/06/2018   15:04:34



Irish Chamber Orchestra
Spring/Summer 2025
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Bach to Bowie

Beethoven 4
Thomas Zehetmair Conductor

Mick O’Brien Uilleann Pipes

Beethoven Piano 
Concertos 2 and 4
Kristian Bezhuidenhout Director/Piano

Henning Kraggerud Director/Violin

Luail - Ireland’s National Dance Company
Maria Campos, Guy Nader, Liz Roche,
Mufutau Yusuf Choreography

Katherine Hunka Director/Violin

Blackwater Valley Opera Festival

Vivaldi’s Four Seasons

Chora

Britten's A Midsummer 
Night's Dream

irishchamberorchestra.com

Thurs 6 February 
Town Hall Theatre, Galway
Fri 7 February
The Lark Concert Hall,Balbriggan

Thurs 10 April 
Whyte Recital Hall, RIAM, Dublin
Fri 11 April 
University Concert Hall, Limerick

Fri 9 May
Wexford Opera Festival

Mon 12 May 
Bord Gais Energy Theatre

Mon 26 May - Mon 2 June, Lismore Castle, Waterford

Thurs 13 March 
Royal Irish Academy of Music, Dublin

Fri 14 March 
Christ Church Cathedral, Waterford

Thurs 19 June
University Concert Hall,

Fri 20 June
Siamsa Tire, Tralee, Kerry

Jess Gillam Saxophone 

Katherine Hunka Director/Violin
Sat 8 February 
University Concert Hall,
Limerick

Sat 15 March 
University Concert Hall, Limerick

Sat 21 June
Whyte Recital Hall, RIAM, Dublin

Sat 12 April 
St. Patrick’s Church,
Newport, Mayo

Sun 18 May
Lyric Theatre. Belfast

Wed 28 May
Cork Opera House


