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The Arts Council 
More People, More Places, More Spaces
 
The Arts Council is the national agency for funding, developing and promoting 
the arts in Ireland. It was established by statute in 1951. The Arts Act 2003 
provides that the Arts Council stimulates public interest, promotes knowledge, 
appreciation and practice and assists in improving standards in the arts. The 
Arts Council is an autonomous expert body for funding and promoting the arts, 
steering its development, and offering advice on arts and cultural matters.

The Arts Council’s objective over the next three years is to nurture, support and 
fund More People, More Place and More Spaces across the country. We want 
to work alongside artists, arts organisations and partners to develop practices, 
strengthen capacity and audience engagement. This supports professional 
development, innovation and adaptability.

We are also implementing and monitoring our Equality, Diversity and Inclusion 
policy. This will make sure that the arts sector and the Arts Council support a 
greater diversity of audiences, participants and artists.

The Arts Council proudly funds Irish Chamber Orchestra.

The Sound of Our Time 
Gerard Keenan 
CEO Irish Chamber 
Orchestra

Welcome to Nature of 
Sound.

Thank you for joining 
Irish Chamber Orchestra 
for an evening that 
celebrates the extraordinary power of music 
to transport, inspire and connect us. Tonight’s 
programme invites you to experience sound 
not simply as something you hear, but as 
something you feel, carrying memories, 
evoking landscapes and opening new ways 
of listening.

As you journey through these remarkable 
works, you’ll encounter the whisper of 
ancient stones, the brilliance of exploding 
stars, the solitude of moonlit landscapes 
and the quiet resonance of remembrance. 
From Jane O’Leary’s evocative reflections 
on Ireland’s history to the rhythmic vitality 
of Erkki-Sven Tüür, the windswept beauty of 
David Fennessy’s Hirta Rounds, the dazzling 
energy of Jessie Montgomery’s Starburst, 
the stillness of Elaine Agnew’s The Moon, the 
profound humanity of Max Richter’s On the 
Nature of Daylight, and the luminous textures 
of Sam Perkin’s Nimbus, each composer 
offers a unique and deeply personal sonic 
landscape.

We are especially proud to present this 
programme in collaboration with the 
Contemporary Music Centre as part of its 
40th anniversary celebrations highlighting 
the richness and diversity of contemporary 
composition in Ireland and beyond.

This season we proudly launch our new 
Friends and Patrons programme. By 
supporting Irish Chamber Orchestra, you’ll 
help bring exceptional music to audiences 
across Ireland while transforming young 
lives through music education. Discover 
more later in this programme or visit 
irishchamberorchestra.com/support.

At ICO, we are committed to creating 
performances that are immediate, 
imaginative and emotionally engaging. 
Proudly based at the University of Limerick 
and supported by The Arts Council / An 
Chomhairle Ealaíon, we are delighted to 
share this music with you and tonight’s 
performance offers moments of discovery, 
reflection and joy.

We hope you enjoy the journey.

Evonne Ferguson 
Director, Contemporary 
Music Centre, Ireland

The Contemporary 
Music Centre is thrilled 
to collaborate with the 
Irish Chamber Orchestra 
for ‘Nature of Sound’, a 
concert showcasing music by  
a selection of Irish composers, 
as part of CMC’s 40th 
anniversary celebrations. 

CMC exists to support artists active in 
New Music in Ireland. For forty years, the 
organisation has documented and promoted 
ambitious, boundary-pushing sounds, 
mapping Ireland’s unique musical landscape 
as the all-island New Music archive. In this 
landmark year, we celebrate the community 
of artists whose work sustains and inspires 
us, and look to the brilliant futures that lie 
ahead. 

Tonight’s concert connects the music 
of Irish composers Jane O’Leary, David 
Fennessy, Elaine Agnew, and Sam Perkin, with 
international contemporaries Erkki- Sven 
Tüür, Jessie Montgomery and Max Richter in 
an evocative programme that invites us to 
explore the beauty and wonder of the natural 
world. 

We extend our gratitude to Oliver Heath, 
the phenomenal players and staff of ICO for 
collaborating with us on this special event. 
Thank you for listening with us. 
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IRISH CHAMBER  
ORCHESTRA 
We’re the orchestra that invites you in. Every performance is alive with 
curiosity, imagination and heart. Discover something new, experience 
music at its most powerful, and share moments that stay with you.

As Ireland’s national chamber orchestra, we 
bring together exceptional musicians, bold 
ideas and a shared love of live performance. 
Rooted in the classical tradition, we explore 
music across generations, champion today’s 
composers and collaborate across opera, 
theatre, dance and beyond, creating musical 
experiences that are vibrant, moving and 
deeply human.

From our home at the University of Limerick, 
we perform each season in Limerick and 
Dublin, tour regularly throughout Ireland 
and appear on some of the world’s leading 
concert stages. Every concert is an 
opportunity to connect - with audiences, 
with fellow artists and with the music itself.

Since August 2025, our Artistic Partner, 
Henning Kraggerud, has brought a spirit of 
adventure to our artistic vision. A passionate 
champion of artistic diversity, Henning places 
emotional connection at the heart of every 
performance. His warmth, imagination and 
deeply expressive musicianship inspire 
an orchestra that embraces discovery, 
celebrates collaboration and finds fresh 
meaning in both the familiar and the 
unexpected. Together, we’re championing 
Ireland’s outstanding composers through 
ambitious new commissions while bringing 
renewed vitality to the classical tradition.

We believe great music belongs to everyone. 
As a registered charity, we’re committed 
to making exceptional music accessible 
through our performances, education 
programmes and community work. For 
more than eighteen years, ICO Schools has 
provided free music education to children 
across Limerick City, while ICO Youth brings 
together young musicians to learn, perform 
and grow as an ensemble. Through these 
programmes, we create opportunities for 
young people to discover their creativity, 
develop their skills and experience the joy 
of making music together. As Orchestra-
in-Residence at the Irish World Academy 
of Music and Dance, University of Limerick, 
we’re proud to help nurture the next 
generation of performers through the MA 
Classical Strings Programme.

Inspired by our rich musical heritage, we 
continue to explore new ideas, collaborations 
and ways of bringing people together through 
music. Irish Chamber Orchestra is funded by 
the Arts Council of Ireland / An Chomhairle 
Ealaíon.

Whether you join us in Ireland or on stages 
around the world, you’ll find an orchestra  
that believes music has the power to  
move, connect and inspire. We can’t wait  
to welcome you.

IRISH CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 
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Oliver Heath Director/Guest Leader
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54



Oliver Heath 
Guest Leader/Director
Oliver Heath has established an international 
reputation as one of today’s leading 
chamber musicians. As first violinist of 
the Heath Quartet, he performs at many 
of the world’s foremost concert halls, 
including Wigmore Hall, Carnegie Hall, 
Boulez Saal (Berlin) and UKARIA Cultural 
Centre (Adelaide). The Quartet’s acclaimed 
recordings have received numerous 
honours, including a Gramophone Award and 
Limelight Magazine Recording of the Year.

Oliver studied at The Purcell School, the 
Royal Northern College of Music and the 
Reina Sofía School of Music in Madrid. 
He was also a member of the European 
Chamber Music Academy and a regular 
participant at IMS Prussia Cove, studying 
with distinguished musicians including 
Hatto Beyerle, Ferenc Rados, Erich Hobarth, 
András Schiff, Gábor Takács-Nagy and 
Gerhard Schultz.

The Heath Quartet won all prizes at 
the Tromp International String Quartet 
Competition and major prizes at the Haydn 
International Chamber Music Competition. 
Their recordings include the complete string 
quartets of Michael Tippett, Bartók and 
Tchaikovsky for Harmonia Mundi, with the 
Tippett cycle receiving the Gramophone 
Award for Chamber Recording of the Year.

Contemporary music is central to Oliver’s 
work, and he has collaborated with 
composers including Sofia Gubaidulina, 
Hans Abrahamsen, Brett Dean, Steve Mackey 

and Helen Grime. Other chamber music 
partners include Ian Bostridge, Stephen 
Hough, Igor Levit, Anna Caterina Antonacci 
and Carolyn Sampson.

Alongside his performing career, Oliver is an 
active teacher and mentor. He teaches violin 
and chamber music at Guildhall School of 
Music & Drama and has given masterclasses 
throughout Europe, the UK and the Americas. 
A sought-after adjudicator, he has worked 
with organisations including the Royal 
Philharmonic Society, Young Classical Artists 
Trust and the Wigmore Hall International 
String Quartet Competition.

September 2026

Irish Chamber Orchestra
Oliver Heath Director/Guest Leader

Jane O’Leary Strings in the Air, Songs in the Stones 
Erkki-Sven Tüür Action 
David Fennessy Hirta Rounds 
Jessie Montgomery Starburst 
Elaine Agnew The Moon 
Max Richter On the Nature of Daylight 
Sam Perkin Nimbus

In collaboration with the Contemporary Music Centre, this programme marks 
its 40th anniversary and highlights a selection of leading Irish composers.

This concert will be recorded for future broadcast on RTÉ Lyric fm.

Thursday 17 September 
St. Mary’s Cathedral, Limerick, 7.30pm

Nature 
of Sound
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PROGRAMME NOTES 
Jane O’Leary (b.1946) 
Strings in the Air, Songs in the Stones

Composed for string quartet in 2021 and 
enlarged the following year for string 
orchestra, Strings in the Air, Songs in the 
Stones takes its inspiration from two 
sources. The first is a poem from James 
Joyce’s 1907 collection, Chamber Music with 
its opening refrain “Strings in the earth and 
air / Make music sweet”.

The second is the storied history of 
Claregalway Castle, a 15th-century Anglo-
Norman tower house lying just outside 
Galway, once home to the famous Brian Boru 
harp that gave Ireland its national symbol.

O’Leary says of it that “the music calls forth 
fragments of melodies, whispering voices, 
mystery and memory as we imagine the 
ghosts of the past.” At its heart is “the idea of 
songs being carried through history by the 
stones of the castle.”

It evokes a landscape where sound is 
embedded in the soil, held in rock, carried 
on the wind, accessed and released through 
memory. Atmosphere is all. Blending 
melodies and textures, instrumental voices 
intertwine in delicate layers, their meaning 
only gradually revealed, moments of 
stillness and quiet as eloquent as the sounds 
surrounding them.

The result is both intimate and vast. “Strings 
in the air” suggests drifting, dissolving 
melodic lines, “Songs in the Stones” rooted 
in the solidity of history, folklore, and the land 
itself. The interplay between the two moves 
between light, suspended gestures, and 
denser, more constant sonorities.	

https://janesoleary.com/

Note by Michael Quinn © 2026

Erkki-Sven Tüür (b.1959) 
Action

Knowing that Erkki-Sven Tüür was a member 
of a rock band in his younger days in the 
1980s goes a long way to explaining the 
propulsive, rhythmic punch of Action 
– the first movement of 1994’s Action-
Passion-Illusion for string orchestra – that 
immediately establishes the cycle’s restless 
vitality.

From the first bars, it is driven forward by 
irresistible momentum: short rhythmic cells, 
incisive attacks, and a tightly controlled 
pulse giving it a sharply profiled, almost 
athletic character with echoes of Bartók, 
Stravinsky and Honegger. It locks two 
strands together in a contest of strength, 
the first jagged and energetic, often flung 
out by the full ensemble: the second more 
regular and repetitive, like grinding cogs in an 
unstoppable machine. 

As the piece unfolds, those distinct ideas 
develop in parallel, melodic fragments 
gradually lengthening, textures thickening, 
the whole becoming more animated, 
creating a dangerous friction that threatens 
to combust at any moment.

A contrasting central section loosens the 
argument, introducing smoother, more free-
flowing, and faster lines as if the piece was 
stepping up a gear. As the music’s rhythmic 
grip begins to loosen under pressure and 
pace, it comes close to running out of control 
before the opening material returns in 
transformed guise.

Even as it chugs determinedly onwards, 
picking up speed as it goes, the breaks 
are applied and the piece gradually slows 
before coming to a controlled halt. Energy 
expended, it fades into silence and stillness.

https://www.erkkisven.com/

Note by Michael Quinn © 2026

David Fennessy (b.1976) 
Hirta Rounds

The composer writes:

“In 2015 the Munich Chamber Orchestra 
invited me to compose a new concert piece 
for strings with the stipulation that it be 
unconducted. This aspect was key in the 
conception of the entire piece, and it led me 
to think about how I could write chamber 
music for sixteen individual players. Splitting 
the strings into smaller groups opened the 
possibility of many different fluctuations in 
tempo occurring simultaneously and what 
has resulted is at once some of the simplest 
yet complex music I have composed thus far.

The title refers to the remote island of Hirta, 
in the St Kilda archipelago, off the Atlantic 
coast of Scotland. For centuries a small 
community thrived there however in 1930 
they were finally forced to evacuate. Today, 
only the shells of their stone houses remain 
on this otherwise barren rock in the middle 
of the ocean, and one can almost sense the 
traces of a once vibrant society”.

https://www.davidfennessy.com/

© David Fennessy

Jessie Montgomery (b.1981) 
Starburst 

Starburst is a compact, high-energy work 
for string orchestra that flashes by in a burst 
of motion and colour. Composed in 2012, 
the composer describes it as “a play on 
imagery of rapidly changing musical colours; 
exploding gestures are juxtaposed with 
gentle fleeting melodies in an attempt to 
create a multi-dimensional soundscape”.

Depicting the creation of new stars, a violent 
cosmic event out of which is born ravishing 
beauty, Starburst opens with restless 
rhythmic figures and bright, sharply etched 
gestures that seem to ricochet through the 
orchestra. Montgomery sets these against 
more lyrical, singing lines to keep the music 
constantly shifting between sparkle and 
warmth. 

It’s that dynamic contrast between surging, 
animated energy and moments of quiet, 
shimmering beauty that fuels a driving pace 
and restless vitality that gives the feeling of 
seeming completely spontaneous. It’s as if 
the music mirrors the formation of new stars 
and creating itself at the very moment it is 
heard.

What stands out is the vivid variety of string 
writing. Taut unison passages, glistening high 
textures, and sudden changes of direction 
generate a sense of constant renewal. It is 
brief, but it does not feel slight; instead, it 
builds a musical portrait of the birth of stars 
with a vividness that makes the listener feel 
as if they are witness to – and at the centre 
of – something immense. 

https://www.jessiemontgomery.com/

Note by Michael Quinn © 2026

Elaine Agnew (b.1967) 
The Moon

The composer writes:

“The coming of the night is heralded 
by The Moon. This piece was part of a 
larger multi-movement multi-composer 
work called Impressions of the Song of 
Wandering Aengus, which the Irish Chamber 
Orchestra commissioned in 2002 from 
some of Ireland’s finest composers. It is 
a quiet nocturnal evocation of the inner 
thoughts of wandering Aengus – his sense 
of loneliness and grief is encaptured in this 
brief impression for string orchestra which 
features long fading tremolos, haunting 
unison lines and delicate chordal passages.”

https://www.elaineagnew.com/

© Elaine Agnew
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Max Richter (b.1966) 
On the Nature of Daylight

Composed in 2003 as a protest against 
the invasion of Iraq, On the Nature of 
Daylight found new audiences outside the 
concert hall on multiple television and film 
soundtracks, most recently 2025’s Hamnet 
about the devastating emotional toll taken 
on William Shakespeare and his wife by the 
death of their only son.

Originally written for string quintet, its 
arrangement for larger string forces 
imbues its gentle but aching surface with 
the mournful melancholy of a lament. The 
additional voices help thicken the drone-like 
harmonic pattern in cellos and double bass 
that sit beneath its surface and lends the 
piece its powerful emotional charge.

Built on a slow, repeating progression 
that draws on the repetitive simplicity of 
minimalism, a lone violin introduces the 
elegiac melody that weaves its forlorn way 
throughout the piece.

Listen for how its use of long, sustained lines, 
closely grouped instrumental voicings, and 
gentle dynamic swells create a sense of an 
elegy in motion. And for how chords shift and 
blend one into the other in the most subtle 
way as the texture and emotional intensity 
gradually builds to but never reaches a 
climax before reversing and dissolving, 
leaving a sense of feelings left troublingly 
unresolved. 

Keen ears may also notice that On the Nature 
of Daylight is a musical palindrome, reading 
the same in structure both forwards and 
backwards.

https://maxrichtermusic.com/

Note by Michael Quinn © 2026.

Sam Perkin (b. 1985) 
Nimbus for String Orchestra 

The composer writes:

“nim·bus noun \’nim-b   s\: a circle of light or 
halo 
plural nim·bi or nim·bus·es

Definition of NIMBUS

1:  A splendid aura or light that surrounds a 
person or thing.

2:  A radiant light said to surround a deity 
when on earth.

3:  A dark grey cloud that produces rain or 
snow.

Very occasionally, you cross paths with 
someone and you feel a strong presence. 
It is like an aura that only you can see. Its 
radiance is outside of the realm of the five 
senses and the physical plane. Some things 
can never be told through words. That is why 
there is music.

Nimbus is scored for String Orchestra, in 
18 individual parts, is dedicated to the Irish 
Chamber Orchestra and has been generously 
supported by The Arts Council of Ireland/An 
Chomhairle Ealaíon”.

https://www.samperkincomposer.com/

© Sam Perkin

WHERE LIFE SOUNDS BETTER 
96-99fm | On Mobile | rte.ie/lyricfm 

Untitled-1   1 08/06/2018   15:04:34
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Education and  
Community  
Engagement 
At Irish Chamber Orchestra, we believe music has the power to transform 
lives, build confidence and bring people together. Through our education 
and community engagement programmes, we create opportunities for 
people of all ages to discover their creativity, develop their potential and 
experience the joy of making music together.

ICO Schools – Music for every child
ICO Schools is our inclusive and accessible 
music education programme, bringing free 
weekly music lessons to hundreds of primary 
and secondary school students. Through 
singing, songwriting and instrumental tuition, 
we help young people discover their musical 
potential, build confidence, and experience 
the joy of making music together.

ICO Training Orchestra - The next 
step on every young musician’s 
journey
Our Saturday morning Training Orchestra 
gives young musicians the opportunity to 
develop their skills in a supportive ensemble 
environment. This programme provides a 
pathway towards membership of ICO Youth, 
helping young people build musicianship, 
confidence, teamwork and lasting 
friendships.

ICO Youth - Where young musicians 
belong
ICO Youth is our award-winning, free youth 
orchestra for young people aged 12–24. More 
than an orchestra, it’s a vibrant community 
where young musicians grow together, 
create and thrive through music. Members 
perform nationally and internationally, take 
part in exciting competitions, and develop 
lifelong friendships alongside valuable skills 
in teamwork, leadership and communication. 
It’s a place to find your voice, discover your 
confidence, and experience the excitement 
of making music together.

Community Visits – Sharing the 
Joy of Music
We believe everyone should have the 
chance to experience the joy of live music. 
Throughout the year, ICO musicians visit local 
communities, voluntary organisations, and 
charities, sharing performances that bring 
connection, comfort, and moments of joy  
to people who may not be able to attend  
our concerts.

Developing the Next Generation 
of Musicians - Nurturing Emerging 
Talent
As Orchestra-in-Residence at the University 
of Limerick’s Irish World Academy of Music 
and Dance, we help emerging musicians 
make the transition from study to the 
professional stage. Through mentoring, 
side-by-side performances, and the ICO 
Apprentice Scheme, students perform 
alongside our musicians, building the 
experience, confidence and artistry that  
will shape their futures. 
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Friends of ICO 
Move Closer to the Music
Introducing the new Friends and 
Patrons of Irish Chamber Orchestra.
At Irish Chamber Orchestra, we believe great 
music belongs to everyone. This season, we 
are delighted to introduce our new Friends 
and Patrons programme, a fresh invitation 
to become part of the life of the orchestra.

Your support helps make remarkable things 
possible: world-class concerts across 
Ireland and abroad, and transformative 
music education across Limerick and 
beyond.

For over 18 years, ICO has been a constant 
presence in its partner communities, 
delivering free weekly music lessons where 
cost should never be a barrier. Today, 450 
children learn with us every week, with 
many following a pathway from their first 
lesson all the way to ICO Youth and beyond.

Every level brings you closer to the orchestra.  
Every gift helps make something real happen.

Friends of ICO 
Friend — €125 per year
Priority booking, pre-concert receptions, 
supporter updates and recognition.

Supporting Friend — €275 per year
All Friend benefits, plus an invitation to an 
open rehearsal.

Principal Friend — €500 per year
All Supporting Friend benefits, plus two 
complimentary tickets each year and 
enhanced recognition.

Patrons Circle
For supporters who want a deeper 
relationship with the orchestra and its 
musicians.

Chair Sponsor Patron — €1,000  
per year
Four complimentary tickets, musician 
engagement and an invitation to the annual 
Patrons Dinner.

Leading Patron — €2,500 per year
Six complimentary tickets, special access 
to ICO education and community work, and 
a personal annual update.

Principal Patron — €5,000+ per 
year
Our closest circle, with private project 
access, priority invitations and premier 
recognition.

Your gift goes further

Gifts over €250 may qualify under the 
Revenue Charitable Donations Scheme, 
at no extra cost to you. A €500 gift can 
become €725 to ICO.

What your support makes possible

€125 — a week of free music lessons for a 
child in ICO Schools.

€500 — a live concert for a community that 
might otherwise never experience one.

€1,000 — a full series of ICO Schools 
workshops in a primary school.

€2,500 — two musicians delivering 
community workshops over a full season.

Become a Friend
Join us at irishchamberorchestra.com/support 
or speak to any member of the ICO team at 
tonight’s concert.
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Friends of ICO
Forever Friends
P. Gerard Boland
Gareth Byrne and Gabriel 
O’Brien
Michael and Anne Buckley
Paul J Carey
Muriel Collins
Dónall Curtin
Maurice and Maire Foley
Joan Garahy and Pat O’Connor
Mary Geary
Máirín Hagerty
Maurice Healy
Alison Hunka
Sean and Margaret Jackson
John Kelleher
Nuala Kennedy
Hilary and Mary Lawless
Beverley and Anthony Mackay
Marie McCormick
Aibhlín McCrann
Bernard and Moira McNamara
Hazel Minion
Eve Molony
Karen and Justin Morton
Brian Patterson
Tommy and Ann-Elizabeth 
Riggs-Miller
Andrew and Jenny Robinson
Mary Ryan
Fionnuala Sherry and Bernard 
Doyle
Norma Smurfit
Gearóid and Phil Stanley

Honorary Friends
Lindsay Armstrong
Michael Buckley
Brian Byrne
Maureen Clune
Marion Creely
Matthew Draper
Joseph Dundon

Maurice Foley
Ann Marie Gill
Lisa Grosman
Maurice Healy
Daphne Henderson
John Horgan
Katherine Hunka
Mark Hely Hutchinson
Margaret Kelly
Oonagh Keogh
Eamonn Lawlor
Liam McElligott
Pauline McLaughlin
Karen Morton
Kathy Moynes
Aoife Nic Athlaoich
Cian Ó Dúill
Vicki O’Toole
Kenneth Rice
Malachy Robinson
Mary Robinson
Louis Roden
Joachim Roewer
Ben Rogerson
Brian Scanlon
Gillian Smith
Madeleine Staunton
Dr. Thérèse Timoney
Clodagh Vedres
Dr. Edward Walsh
Mary Walsh
Gerard Watson
Éamonn Cregan
Joseph Dundon
Joan Garahy
Terry MacManus

Individual and 
Couple Friends
Olga Barry
Michael and Josephine Bolger
Simon Boyle

Sean Brady
Maura Brann
Frances Britton
Michael and Sarah Brock
Rita Butler
Olivia Callanan
Cathie Chappell
Angela Coffey
Daire Coffey
Mary Collins
Jane Coman
Audrey Conlon
Kevin and Máirin Conroy
Ann Corcoran
Jackie Costello
Eamonn Cregan
Stephen Darcy-Goldthorpe
Mairéad De Barra and 
David Turner
Margaret and James Dodd
Mary Helena Donohue
Aisling Drury Byrne
Robert George Ellis
Michael Fahey
Michael and Irene Fenton
Dick Fleming
Bill and Maura Flood
Louise Frawley
Michael and Mary Galvin
Tessa Greally and Kevin 
Kelleher
Margaret and Richard Stoops
Sonja Heidrich
Geraldine Hickey
Ken Holmes
Sinead Hope
Sabrina Jebb
Jean Alison Keating
Valerie Keegan
Gerard Keenan
Brian Kelly
Margaret Kelly

Geraldine Kennedy
Des Keogh
Sheila Keogh
Gary Leahy
Jacques and Mary Lumbroso
Tom Madden
Conor and Louisa Maguire
Cormac Mac Crann 
Patrick McCann
Oonah McCrann and Noel 
MacMahon
Noreen McDonagh
Oonagh McElhinney
John McEntagart
Ita Mc Ennis and Harry Mc 
Namara
Barry McGrath 
Vivienne McKechnie
Phil Molony
Sara Moorhead
Cathriona Murphy
Maire Ni Dhomhnaill
Colin and Angela Nicholls
Luán Ó Braonáin and 
Caoimhe Daly

Donough O’Brien
Bernie O’Callaghan and 
Patrick Plunkett
Marion Palmer
Michael Petty
James Quinn
Mary Rafferty
Anne Ryan
Mary Ryan
Michael Ryan
Peggy Ryan
Mary and John Scanlan
Paul and Lulu Sheahan
Gerry and Ann Siney
Gearoid and Phil Stanley
Vanessa Sweeney
Ronan Tighe
Harry and Helen Van Den 
Akker
Brian Walsh and Barry 
Doocey
David and Brenda Wilkes
David R. Wilkins
Kostas Wootis

Family Friends
Limerick Chamber Choir
Dorothy Molony and Family
The O’Grady-Quin Family
Charlie and Mary Roche 
Family

Patrons
Robert Ballagh
Michael Beary and Gary 
Gates
Michael Buckley
Anon, Cork
Ruaidhrí Finnegan
John Shinnors
Samuel Walsh

Corporate Partnerships
Dundon Callanan Solicitors
Crescent House Limited / 
Mai McMahon
Acrux Beverages

16 17



Partnerships

Help us improve
Scan the QR code to fill in our 4-minute survey

TAKE THE MUSIC HOME
“Working with Jörg during this highly 
productive and pivotal time for ICO was  
a privilege. His artistry, vision and 
international standing opened doors and 
expanded our horizons. This sixth album 
together celebrates the extraordinary  
music-making we achieved and the 
ambition that defines the orchestra.” 

Gerard Keenan, CEO, Irish Chamber Orchestra

“Having had the great joy and honour of 
serving as Principal Conductor and Artistic 
Director of Irish Chamber Orchestra for 
ten years, it was a heartfelt wish of ours to 
bring together some of the special musical 
moments from our collaboration on a CD… 
May the spirit of friendship and the joy of  
our shared music-making carry over to you, 
our listeners.” 

Jörg Widmann, Composer & Artistic Partner

“It is indeed impossible not to emerge from 
this album with sky-high admiration for 
the orchestra’s technical and expressive 
ensemble virtuosity.”

Gramophone

“The most satisfying playing comes 
when the entire ensemble unites for an 
effective and joyous reading of Schumann’s 
protosymphonic Overture, Scherzo, and 
Finale.”

BBC Music Magazine

Take the music home
Purchase your copy of Invitation and browse the 
full Irish Chamber Orchestra CD catalogue at 
irishchamberorchestra.com/support/shop/cds

Irish Chamber Orchestra and Jörg 
Widmann released Invitation on 
PENTATONE in February 2026 
to widespread critical acclaim. 
Featuring masterpieces by Mozart, 
Mendelssohn and Schumann, this 
sixth recording together celebrates 
a remarkable decade of artistic 
collaboration.

Filled with drama, wit and emotion, 
Invitation captures the warmth, 
brilliance and expressive beauty of 
these enduring masterpieces.
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Autumn/winter
season 2026 

October

The Place That 
Has Never Been 
Wounded
Niall Breslin (Bressie)
Sun 4 Limerick

Spark &  
Serenade
Henning Kraggerud, Director/
Violin/Viola
Thur 15 Dublin  
Fri 16 Limerick 

November

Mozart 
Illuminated
Yeol Eum Son, Director/Piano
Thur 19 Dublin  |  Fri 20 Limerick  | 
Sat 21 Cork

December

Christmas  
Magic
Ava Dodd, Soprano  
Patrick Barrett, Conductor 
Lynsey Callaghan, Conductor 
Irish Youth Choir
Wed 16 Limerick  |  Thur 17 Dublin

Spring/summer
season 2027 

irishchamberorchestra.com

February

TRUMPET  
TALES
Aaron Azunda Akugbo,  
Co-Director/Trumpet

Fri 5 Limerick  |  Sat 6 Dublin

March

PASSION & SONG
Tara Erraught, Soprano  
Henning Kraggerud, Director/
Violin
Thur 4 Cork  |  Fri 5 Limerick  |   
Sat 6 Dublin

April

Planet Mozart
Kristian Bezuidenhout, 
Director/Piano
Thur 15 Dublin  |  Fri 16 Limerick  |  
Sat 17 Waterford

May

NOTES & NOVELS
Henning Kraggerud, Director/
Violin
Thur 13 Dublin  |  Fri 14 Limerick  |  
Sat 15 Mayo

June

CAVALLERIA 
RUSTICANA & 
PAGLIACCI
Wed 2  |  Fri 4  |  Sat 5  |  Mon 7 

FALSTAFF
Sun 6

Franco Trinca, Conductor
Waterford


